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Cleveland Archival News 
Newsletter of the Cleveland Archival Roundtable

Message from 
the Chair: 

Helen Conger

I hope everyone is doing well this Fall 
season. I look forward to greeting you at 
the annual CAR meeting on Wednesday, 
November 13 , a t the Lakewood 
Historical Society. CAR leaders will 
report on the first year under the new 
organizational structure. We will also 
tour the Historical Society, led by CAR 
Vice Chair Pamela Dorazio Dean. There 
will be refreshments and time to 
socialize with old friends and make new 
ones. We will be accepting dues for 2020 
at the meeting – cash or check is fine. 
The cost is $10 for the calendar year. We 
have online payment available now for 
those who prefer online payment 
methods. 

The Steering Committee is making plans 
for meetings and events for 2020. If you 
would like to be a part of this please 
contact Sean Martin, Program Chair.  
The Committee has received some good 
suggestions so far and are open to others 
you may have. We are fresh off a 
successful Digital Program held on 
October 26, at Case Western Reserve 
University’s Kelvin Smith Library. 
Thanks to our speakers, Virginia 
Dressler, Christine Tulley, and Bill 
Barrow for providing a stimulating 
program. Thanks also to all who 
attended. We had a full Q&A and 
discussion following the presentations. 

If I do not see you on November 13, I 
wish you a Happy Thanksgiving. 

Helen Conger, Chair 

CAR Mission 
The Cleveland Archival Roundtable 
( C A R ) , f o u n d e d i 1 9 8 9 , i s a n 
organization of archivists, historians, 
and other individuals interested in the 
preservation and use of the rich 
historical resources of greater Cleveland 
and the Western Reserve region.  CAR 
meets to tour repositories, discuss areas 
of mutual concern, and promote 
p r o f e s s i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
collaboration among members.
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Digitization Panel 
CWRU Kelvin Smith Library 
Saturday, October 26, 2019
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CAR Policy on Internships 
Drawing on contributions at the August 28 membership meeting and comments 
offered by members in the subsequent survey, the Steering Committee proposes the 
following updated policy on posting internship announcements on the CAR email list, 
website, and Facebook page.  It is as follows: 

The Cleveland Archival Roundtable will post internship position announcements that 
provide interns with monetary compensation, educational credit, or both.  We 
recommend that institutions offering internships follow the SAA’s guidelines for Best 
Practices for Internships as a Component of Graduate Archival Education. 
Organizations seeking volunteers to assist with archives projects are encouraged to 
review and follow the SAA’s Best Practices for Volunteers in Archives. 

Thank you for your feedback, it was helpful in our conversation and crafting our final 
proposed position.  The final position will be voted upon at the annual meeting in 
November. 
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News and Notes: Cleveland-Area Archives

“Tiffany in Bloom” in the Cleveland Museum of Art 
Ingalls Library and Museum Archives 

To coincide with the Cleveland Museum of Art exhibition Tiffany in Bloom: Stained 
Glass Lamps of Louis Comfort Tiffany, the Ingalls Library and Museum Archives has 
installed a display case highlighting the inspiration Tiffany drew from Japanese art, as 
well as library and archives conservation and digitization programs. The rare books 
featured in the case are from the series Nihon meiga kagami. Compiled in 1898, these 
books contain many woodblock prints that copy famous paintings of Japanese artists. 
They reflect the kind of works from which Tiffany & Co. designers took inspiration 
when fashioning their silver and subsequently glass creations at the turn of the 20th 
century. 

As an aside, local archivists might be interested to learn that the Tiffany in Bloom 
exhibition highlights the importance of women designers to Tiffany & Co., such as 
Northeast Ohio native Clara Driscoll, who is credited with designing such popular 
Tiffany lamps as the Dragonfly and Daffodil. 

To further the viewer’s experience, each of the rare volumes were digitized by Digital 
Projects Librarian Rachel McPherson and uploaded to an iPad placed atop the case. 
Patrons can digitally flip through each page of the 13-part set and see the plethora of 
colorful and engaging images that could not be displayed in the case. Digitization 
reduces the wear-and-tear that rare works such as the Nihon meiga kagami 
experience, and allows the library and archives to make collections widely accessible to 
anyone with an internet connection. Each of the digitized works can be viewed in the 
Ingalls Library Book Collection on the Internet Archive at https://archive.org/details/
clevelandmuseumofartIngallslibrary. 

Submitted by Susan Hernandez

Peony Table Lamp, c. 1901–10. Probably by 
Clara Wolcott Driscoll (American, 1861–1944), 
Tiffany Studios (America, 1902–1932). Leaded 

glass, bronze; h. 80 cm, diam. 55 cm. The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, Bequest of Charles 

Maurer, 2018.260



Issue No. 2 November 2019

 

Cleveland Archival News Page �5

Local Music Scene on Exhibit at the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame Library and Archives 

The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Library and Archives is opening a new archival exhibit 
entitled Local Music U Want: Northeast Ohio Punk and New Wave in November 
2019. The exhibit showcases materials from the Library’s NEO Sound local music 
collecting initiative, now available through a grant from the National Historical 
Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC) to process over 500 previously 
unavailable archival collections. Local Music U Want focuses on the unique Northeast 
Ohio punk and new wave scenes of the 1970s and ‘80s, fueled by the changing post-
industrial landscape of the Rust Belt. Unlike other music scenes in the U.S., Northeast 
Ohio punk and new wave primarily flew under the radar, allowing the music to evolve 
into something more avant-garde and exploratory. Featured in the exhibit are photos, 
stickers, flyers, cassette zines and other promotional materials from the Rock Hall’s 
NEO Sound collections on local bands the Dead Boys, Devo, New Salem Witch 
Hunters, Death of Samantha, the Waitresses, Pere Ubu, the Styrenes, Pagans, Tin 
Huey, and 15 60 75 (The Numbers Band). 

Submitted by Crystal Matjasic 
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MetroHealth Archives’ Collections on Social Media

Founded in 1837 as City Hospital, The MetroHealth System serves the residents of 
Cleveland and Cuyahoga County.  MetroHealth’s Archives occupy nearly 200 file 
shelves and include historical records and materials dating back to the Hospital’s 
inception through today.  Its archival repository acquires and preserves a plethora of 
collections to include: House Staff Files, 1920-2004, School of Nursing Records, 
1916-1996, MHS publications, Scrapbooks, and Photograph Files.  

Over the last year and a half, MHS Archivist Liz Campion and Online Communication 
Strategist Ann Domeck have worked collectively on promoting MetroHealth’s history 
and its Archives by using various social media platforms.   

There has been a huge uptick in followers on Instagram with the addition of our 
archival spotlights and an increase interest in MetroHealth’s history.  In the month of 
June 2019 alone, 5 archive photos were among the top posts for engagement and 6 
photos were among the top liked of the month.  

Posts on our CEO’s Facebook page were among the top engagers, especially the photo 
posted during Women’s History Month, which featured our first Director of Nursing, 
Caroline Kirkpatrick. The photo reached over 2500 accounts and had over 600 
engagements, which ranked it very high on this particular page. 
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One of our favorite interactions came after we posted about one Cleveland grocer’s 
deliveries to MetroHealth in the 1960s (photo above): 

With so many new residents in the northeast Ohio area, the push to educate people 
about MetroHealth’s rich history has been quite rewarding. Not only do the analytics 
of various social media platforms prove that, but comments from fellow employees in 
MetroHealth itself have reinforced the popularity of using archival photos to tell the 
story of MetroHealth. 
Submitted by Liz Campion
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Upcoming Conferences and Continuing 
Education Opportunities 

ARMA Northeast Ohio Chapter Meetings 
For further information: http://northeastohio.armachapters.org  

•November 12, 2019, 12pm: Vetting Your Vendors: A Guide to Performing Due 
Diligence Through NAID AAA Certification, meets at Gateway Recycling 
•December 10, 2019, 2pm: WINEdown the Chaos of Managing Records 
Retention, meets at Hyland Software 
•January 14, 2020, 12pm: Live With Intention, meets at Access Information 
Management 

Ohio Digitization Interest Group (OhioDIG) Meeting 
For further information: https://ohiodig.org/meetings  

•January 22, 2020, 10am: Leveraging Repositories for Digital Projects, meets 
at the State Library of Ohio, Columbus (Snow date is January 29, 2020.) 

Society of Ohio Archivists 
For further information: https://ohioarchivists.org/  

•May 15, 2020: SOA Annual Meeting, held at Columbus Metropolitan Library 
Main Library.  Workshop (to be announced) and mixer on May 14, 2020.  A call for 
proposals will go out in December. 

Midwest Archives Conference 
For further information: https://www.midwestarchives.org/ 

•May 6-9, 2020: MAC Annual Meeting, held in Des Moines, IA 

American Library Association 
For further information: https://2020.alamidwinter.org/ 

•January 24-28, 2020: ALA Midwinter Meeting, held in Philadelphia, PA 

Society of American Archivists 
For further information: https://mysaa.archivists.org/nc__upcomingevents?

type=Class 

•March 23-25, 2020: 3 days of continuing education courses useful for 
completing the SAA’s Digital Archives Specialist Certificate, meets at Allstate 
Insurance in Northbrook, IL (in the Chicagoland area).
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100th Anniversary of American Women’s Suffrage  
In 2019-2020, organizations and institutions across the country are celebrating the 
ratification of the 19th amendment to the United States Constitution, which gave 
women to vote in federal elections.  Ohio became the 6th state to ratify the 19th 
amendment, on June 16, 1919; the amendment was certified on August 20, 1920; and 
women voted in federal elections for the first time in November 1920.    In the next 
couple issues of the Cleveland Archival News, we’re celebrating suffrage by 
spotlighting related collections, projects, and exhibits at Cleveland-area archival 
repositories.

CWRU Equal Suffrage 
League On Campus 

By Helen Conger, 
CWRU University Archives 

The Equal Suffrage League Chapter of 
Western Reserve University (WRU) 
College for Women was established on 
the campus in 1911 according to the 
WRU student newspaper, The Reserve 
Weekly. The club was reorganized in the 
1915-1916 academic year by faculty 
member Emma Maud Perkins. 

Emma Perkins was Woods Professor of 
Latin. A graduate of Vassar College, she 
moved to Cleveland in 1879 and taught 
at Central High School. She came to 
WRU in 1892 as associate professor of 
Latin. Her widowed mother, Sarah M. 
Perkins, was a women’s suffrage worker 
and lived with her daughter.   

The purpose of the chapter was “to 
promote equal suffrage sentiment 
among the college women.” After its 
reorganization, the chapter built up its 
membership and held meetings where 
they studied various phases of the 
suffrage movement. By the 1917-1918 
academic year, membership numbered 
over 50. The League became an auxiliary 

to the Cleveland Suffrage Party. They 
held monthly open meetings. Here is a 
summary of the League activity from the 
yearbook: 

“In October the successful membership 
campaign was concluded with a tea in 
Haydn at which Miss Smith and Oliver 
Emerson spoke. In November there was 
conducted a mock campaign at the end 
of which the college voted for or against 
the Reynold Bill, which provided for 
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Presidential Suffrage for Ohio women. 
The pleasing result of the election was 
308 for and 13 against the Bill. 

"During the campaign we had the 
pleasure of hearing, at a series of noon 
meetings in Haydn, Miss Myers, 
Professor Arbuthnot, Mr. Moley and 
Mrs. Roger Perkins. In January the 
League oversubscribed its pledge to the 
Cleveland party at a meeting led by 
Felice Crowl. In February Miss Grace 
Treat talked on ‘The Question in 
Washington.’ In April the League 
conducted one of the monthly sing-outs. 
The annual meeting and election took 
place in May.”  

After decades of advocacy by countless 
activists, the 19th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution was ratified on August 
18, 1920, giving women the right to vote. 
CWRU's activist women took their new 
right seriously, forming the League of 
Women Voters shortly thereafter. The 
Cleveland League was formed in 1920 
and the League of Women Voters 
chapter at the College for Women was 
organized in October 1921 by alumna 
Florence Allen. 

C u r r e n t f a c u l t y m e m b e r E i n a v 
R a b i n o v i t c h - F o x i s o f f e r i n g a n 
undergraduate course on the women’s 
suffrage movement this academic year. 
The students will curate an exhibit on 
w o m e n ’ s s u f f r a g e i n t h e l o c a l 
community. Her project is supported by 
Kelvin Smith Library’s Freedman Center 
for Digital Scholarship. Read more 
about it at: https://case.edu/library/
research/digital-scholarship/freedman-
fel lows-program/2019-freedman-
fellows

Above: "Love Me, Love My Vote,” so 
reads a valentine taken from the college 
scrapbook of Helen H. Stevens, class of 
1919, who served as president of the 
Equal Suffrage League in 1917-1918. 

Previous page: ”Votes for Women" 
poster of the Equal Suffrage League, 
1919.
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Celebrating Suffrage with the 
CSU Women’s Archive Committee 

By William Barrow, CSU Special Collections Unit 
In 2020, Cleveland will celebrate the 100th anniversary of the passage of the 
Nineteenth Amendment of the US Constitution, giving the right to vote to all women of 
the nation. The celebration will include educational events, parades, re-enactments, 
and many other gatherings.  Joining with the League of Women Voters, Case Western 
Reserve University, and the Western Reserve Historical Society, is the committee of 
the CSU Women’s Archive Collection, part of Special Collections Unit, CSU Michael 
Schwartz Library. In conjunction with its partners, the Women’s Archive Committee 
will present educational events for Cleveland Metropolitan School District High 
Schools and for students attending private schools in the Greater Cleveland area.  A 
fair celebrating women’s suffrage and its history; online availability of oral histories of 
women of Greater Cleveland who have contributed to the advancement of women in 
the area and the nation; lectures; re- enactments; and other events will be presented 
by the Women’s Archive Committee at various locations around the city. The 
committee has taken the lead in educational projects and will be working with local 
school districts to promote young people voting and to inform them about the women’s 
suffrage movement. The CSU Michael Schwartz Library Special Collections Unit is 
headed by Bill Barrow and you may reach him by email at: w.barrow@csuohio.edu  

“Ohio Women Vote: 100 Years of Change” 
Exhibit at Ursuline 

Submitted by Lisa Gibbon, Director, 
Congregation of St. Joseph Archives and Records Retention 

A century after the Ohio General Assembly voted to ratify the Constitutional 
amendment that gave women the right to vote,  Ursuline College hosts a traveling 
exhibition, Ohio Women Vote: 100 Years of Change, celebrating that centennial. 
Ohio Women Vote will be on view in two different Ursuline College buildings from 
November 6-30, 2019. The exhibition comprises 12 banners of text and images that 
examine and celebrate the path taken by Ohio women to achieve the right to vote 100 
years ago. The collection also explores the history of civic action led by a diverse 
spectrum of Ohio women throughout American history. Garments from the College’s 
Historic Costume Study Collection – dating from the Civil War era to the 1980s – will 
accompany the panels. 

Former U.S. Representative Mary Rose Oakar, one of Ursuline College’s best-known 
graduates, addressed the exhibit’s opening reception on November 6.  Oakar served as 
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a member of Cleveland City Council from 1973-1976, followed by eight terms in the 
U.S. House, from 1976-1992; she was the first Democratic woman from Ohio elected to 
Congress. 
The exhibit’s panels are installed in Ursuline’s Pilla Center and its Ralph M. Besse 
Library. Visitors should expect to spend approximately 30 minutes walking across 
campus and taking in all of the panels. The panels are viewable from 8:30 a.m. until 
7:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

The banners were developed by the Ohio History Connection and were made possible 
with generous support by Ohio Humanities, a state affiliate of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 

Ursuline’s Historic Preservation program Director, Bari Oyler Stith, PhD, wrote a 
successful application to bring the panels to the College. She then worked with 
students in Ursuline’s Historic Preservation and Material Culture classes to curate the 
exhibition.   

Ursuline College’s presentation of Ohio Women Vote was made possible in part by a 
grant from the Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland.  Ursuline College was Ohio’s first Catholic 
women’s college and is the only remaining women-focused college in Ohio. 

Pictured above: Ursuline College students in the 1920s
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Ohio Humanities Grants 
Ohio Humanities awards grants of various sizes (from Max $2,000 to Max $20,000) 
throughout the year to “cultural programs that share the human story through 
documentation, interpretation, reflection, and representation… Funded projects take 
many forms: documentaries, exhibitions, public talks, book festivals, and digital 
media.”  For more information about the grant program, applications, and upcoming 
submission deadlines, see: http://www.ohiohumanities.org/grants-2/.  
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