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Cleveland Archival News 
Newsletter of the Cleveland Archival Roundtable

Welcome to our first issue of the new 
Cleveland Archival News! As we work 
through planning operations under the 
new structure, the Steering Committee 
agreed this newsletter would be a great 
way to keep membership updated on 
activities of interest in and around the 
Cleveland area, to spotlight particular 
repositories, and to highlight the doings 
of our members and their institutions. 

We welcome any feedback on the 
newsletter and other parts of CAR’s 
activities, as well as any contributions to 
the newsletter itself. Please consider 
h e l p i n g t o p l a n a m e e t i n g o r 
participating in some CAR activity. Feel 
free to contact one of the officers. 

The new Steering Committee has been 
busy the last six months. Pamela 
Dorazio Dean, Vice Chair, has formed a 
committee to plan our next digital 
program. She is also working on the 
planning for our summer meeting. We 
hope to announce the details for that 
shortly. Program Chair Sean Martin 
soon will be returning from his 
sabbatical in Poland to handle future 
program planning. Extra thanks to 
Pamela for taking on two roles the last 
few months. Our treasurer, Kaitlin 
Schulz, has completed all the necessary 
paperwork and CAR now has a new bank 
account. Communications Chair Jane 

Rothstein has been experimenting with 
a new look for the CAR website and 
Facebook page (make sure to check 
them out). She and Kaitl in are 
investigating possible online payment 
methods for dues. In addition to her 
work keeping the minutes and other 
records for CAR, Secretary Meghan 
Hays has been our liaison with the 
W e s t e r n R e s e r v e A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
Historians for possible future joint 
programs. Thanks to all the officers for 
their great work so far. 

We had a great kick-off to the new year 
with a meeting at the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame Archives. Over 25 members 
were in attendance. Thanks to Jennie 
Thomas, Andy Leach, and the rest of the 
R&R staff for hosting and providing 
tours.  

I look forward to seeing all members at 
the future meetings this year. 

Message from the Chair: 
Helen Conger
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CAR Mission

The Cleveland Archival Roundtable 
( C A R ) , f o u n d e d i n 1 9 8 9 , i s a n 
organization of archivists, historians, 
and other individuals interested in the 
preservation and use of the rich 
historical resources of greater Cleveland 
and the Western Reserve region. CAR 
meets to tour archival, historical, and 
cultural repositories, discuss areas of 
m u t u a l c o n c e r n , a n d p r o m o t e 
p r o f e s s i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
collaboration among members. 

CAR Heraldry & Story

Phelps. This new logo for CAR was first 
presented to the membership at the 
December 17, 1997 meeting held at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art. The arms 
were accepted and registered by the 
Committee on Heraldry of the New 
England Historic Genealogical Society, 
Boston, Massachusetts, on June 25, 
1998. 

BLAZON (description in heraldic terms): 
Gyronny of eight argent and sable, an 
annulet counterchanged, on a chief per 
pale of the second and the first three 
billets counterchanged. 

SIGNIFICANCE: The “gyronny” (the 
eight divisions of the main background 
field) and the “annulet” (ring) symbolize 
the wheel of a car and its steering wheel; 
or alternatively, a round table with the 
alternating black and white showing the 
interchange of persons and ideas flowing 
into and out of gatherings. 
 
The “chief” or upper portion of the 
shield is also black and white and is 
charged with three “billets” or briefs/
sheets or stylized archive boxes. These 
billets symbolize the preservation, 
conservation and accessibility of records 
in archives; shedding light on the past 
and at the same time keeping records 
safe from light, and the records coming 
out of the dark into the light of day. 

On December 16, 1997 the Planning 
Committee of the Cleveland Archival 
Roundtable (CAR) approved the design 
of a coat of arms proposed by member 
and  former treasurer Anthony W. C. 
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CAR Spring Meeting 
at the Rock & Roll Hall 

of Fame Library & 
Archives

The Cleveland Archival Roundtable 
held its spring membership meeting at 
the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame Library 
& Archives on April 17, 2019. 
Approximately twenty-five members 
attended. 

After a half hour of socializing and 
munching on snacks in the Library, CAR 
Chair Helen Conger called the business 
meeting to order.  She described the 
revitalized CAR structure and how the 
Steering Committee has been meeting 
monthly and organizing activities for 
membership, including the annual 
meeting which will be held at the 
Lakewood Historical Society on 
November 13.  She asked for 
volunteers to help plan a workshop in 
the fall; seeing no raised hands, she 
asked that interested members follow 
up by email with the workshop 
coordinator, CAR Vice Chair Pamela 
Dorazio Dean (pddean23@gmail.com). 

Steering Committee members then gave 
brief reports.  As Pamela was not 
present, Helen read her report on 
possible venues for upcoming meetings, 
including League Park and the Baseball 
Heritage Museum this summer. 

CAR Secretary Meghan Hays talked 
about the possibility of collaborating 
with the Western Reserve Architectural 
Historians to visit the Kent State 
Fashion Museum and/or the Cleveland 
City Council Archives, likely not until 
2020. 

CAR Treasurer Kaitlin Schulz reported 
on her work to open a checking account, 
and that while most registered members 
have paid their 2019 $10 dues, a few 
have not yet paid. 

CAR Communications Chair Jane 
Rothstein described her efforts to revive 
the CAR website, solicited news and 
announcements, and talked about her 
plans for a forthcoming CAR newsletter.  

Helen then announced that she had 
intended to read the report prepared by 
V i r g i n i a D r e s s l e r , t h e C A R 
representative to the Ohio Historical 
Records Advisory Board (OHRAB), but 

(Continued on p. 5)
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Clockwise: Rock Hall Archives Assistant William 
Jackson shows small collections to Leslie Cade: Rock 
Hall Library Assistant (left) Sule Holder and William 
Jackson show notes to song lyrics from one collection; 
CAR members study artwork from the Rock Hall 
Archives; Sule Holder talks about just a small portion 
of the CDs in the Rock Hall’s holdings. 
Photos courtesy of Helen Conger.
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as she forgot to bring it, it would be 
postponed to the annual meeting in 
November, when either Virginia or one 
of the other CAR members who are 
OHRAB representatives, Meghan Hays 
or Margaret Roulett, could report.  
Helen also reported that organizers of 
the Society of Ohio Archivists annual 
meeting in May were looking for silent 
auction items. 

Helen then introduced Andy Leach, 
Senior Director of Library and Archives 
at the Rock Hall, who welcomed the 
CAR members to the venue and 
introduced Jennie Thomas, Director of 
Archives.  Jennie introduced staff 
members Sule Holder, William Jackson, 
and Crystal Matjasic and explained that 
they would be leading two groups on 
tours of the Archives.  The tours 
proceeded through processing rooms, 
digitization booths, and the high-density 
shelving area, and members were shown 
some of the Archives’ treasures, 
including Jimi Hendrix’s handwritten 
lyrics to “Purple Haze” and an Elvis 
Presley set list. 

While the meeting officially ended after 
the tours’ conclusion, some members 
lingered to visit with each other in the 
Archives Library. 

Respectfully submitted by Meghan 
Hays, CAR Secretary. 

(Continued from p. 3) Cleveland Archival 
Roundtable

Cleveland Archival News 
Issue No. 1 
July 2019 

Find CAR online at: 
www.clevelandarchivists.wordpress.com 

FB: @ClevelandArchivalRoundtable 
Email: clevelandarchivists@gmail.com 

CAR membership dues are $10 per 
calendar year. 

CAR Steering Committee: 
Helen Conger, Chair 

Case Western Reserve University 
Archives 

hxy2@case.edu 

Pamela Dorazio Dean, Vice Chair 
Western Reserve Historical Society and 

Lakewood Historical Society 
pdddean23@gmail.com 

Meghan Hays, Secretary 
Shaker Heights Public Library 

meghan.hays@shakerlibrary.org 

Kaitlin Schulz, Treasurer 
Cleveland Museum of Art Archives 

kschulz2@kent.edu 

Sean Martin, Program Chair 
Western Reserve Historical Society 

smartin@wrhs.org 

Jane Rothstein, Communications Chair 
The Temple-Tifereth Israel Archives 

notplainjane29@gmail.com
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Message from the SOA: 
In 2017, the Society of Ohio Archivists 
began compiling information about Ohio 
archival repositories to put together a 
statewide “passport” broken down by 
region. Last year we collected updates 
and new entries and the 2018 passport 
included information for more than 80 
sites across the state! 
The ultimate goal is to have an up-to-
date resource for researchers and fellow 
archivists that can provide information 
about available resources, promote, and 
raise awareness about Ohio archives in 
general. I am sharing the link to the 
current 2018-2019 Ohio Archives 
Passport for people to review their 
information from last year, submit edits 
a n d c h a n g e s , a n d s u b m i t N E W 
previously unlisted information on 
repositories as needed: 

http://www.ohioarchivists.org/wp-
c o n t e n t / u p l o a d s / 2 0 1 8 / 0 9 /
SOAOhioArchivesPassport2018.pdf 
If you know of any repositories around 
you that should be included, please 
consider reaching out to them directly to 
encourage them to submit. There may 
be small all-volunteer or limited hour 
local archives and/or research library 
that would like people to know that they 
exist; they would benefit from being 
included! 

We’d like to publish the 2019-2020 
update on the SOA website by October 
for Archives Month, so it would be great 
to be able to list any planned Archives 
Month events as well. If you have events 
like lectures, open houses, a local 
archives crawl, tours, etc. planned for 
October, please share that information 
so it can be included! If you haven’t 
planned anything yet, please think about 
doing something during the month of 
October to promote your archive. 
The link to the passport can be shared 
freely to help promote and raise 
awareness and can be easily printed for 
those wishing to encourage researchers 

Updating the 
Ohio Archives Passport 

for 2019

What Are Your Plans for Archives Month This October?
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to participate in an archives “crawl” by 
visiting multiple sites. 
If you need to make changes to your 
current listing or if you are NOT 
currently listed and want to be included 
in the update, please email all necessary 
information to: 
nataliemfritz3@gmail.com by August 31. 

Repositories should submit: 
Name 
Address  
Phone Number 
Public Hours  
Website  
Social Media 
Brief Description 
If you have events planned for archives 
month, please provide that information 
too! 

Example: 
Clark County Historical Society at the 
Heritage Center 
117 S. Fountain Avenue  
Springfield, OH 45502 
937-324-0657  
www.heritage.center 
FB:clarkcountyhistory 
T:@clarkcohistory Instagram: 
@clarkcohistory  
County museum with research library 
and archives with local history, 
family records, local government 
records, photographs, and more. 

Thank you! 
Natalie Fritz, Curator of Library & 
Archives, Clark County Historical 
Society at the Heritage Center  
nataliemfritz3@gmail.com 
www.heritage.center  

Share your Archives 
Month plans with CAR!

What is your repository 
planning for Archives Month 

this October?  
Archives Month is the perfect time to 
raise the visibility of your repository and 
its collections among the public, your 
colleagues, and internal stakeholders.  
Are you planning an event or an exhibit?  
Offering tours to the public or to those 
who hold the purse-strings in your 
institution? 

Speaking at the Society of Ohio 
Archivists meeting this past May, former 
SAA president Kathleen Roe made an 
impassioned plea for archivists to talk 
m o r e w i t h t h e i r i n s t i t u t i o n s ’ 
administrators about the value of 
archives, to show them what we do, how 
we bring people in, and what is 
important and significant about the 
historical records in our care. 

If you need a date to work toward as you 
set your agenda and implement your 
plans, October is a good one.  The SAA 
offers a wealth of resources in the 
Advocacy section of their website. 

When you’ve made your plans, let CAR 
know!  We will happily help spread the 
news. 

Email us at: 
clevelandarchivists@gmail.com
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Upcoming CAR Meetings

Wednesday, November 13, 
5:30-8pm 

Annual Meeting & Tour 
Lakewood Historical Society 

In the Works: 
August: 

Summer Meeting & Tour 
September: 

Workshop on Digital Archives 
More information available soon!

SAA Workshop on “Crosswalking Metadata” 
Thursday, September 5, at Kelvin Smith Library, CWRU

Registration is now open for the SAA workshop: "Crosswalking Metadata" hosted by 
the Kelvin Smith Library, at CWRU, on September 5, 2019. 

Early registration deadline: August 5, 2019.  

Attendees will learn to: 

• Describe the challenges and implications of mapping metadata from one standard to 
another; 

• Assess legacy metadata and translate it into current standards and practices 
• Plan and execute a metadata migration; 
• Identify and use appropriate tools and techniques to make the process easier; 
• Assess metadata documentation and create local documentation to capture decision-

making; and 
• Understand practices for ongoing metadata reuse and sharing. 

Taught by Elizabeth Russey Roke. 

Certificate Eligibility: A&D, DAS 
Credits: 5 ARC, 0.75 CEU
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The 39th International Conference on Jewish Genealogy, sponsored by the 
International Association of Jewish Genealogy Societies, will be held this year in 
Cleveland, from July 28th to August 2nd. The conference brings together hundreds of 
genealogists interested in learning more about genealogy, their families, and Jewish 
history and culture. The Jewish Genealogy Society of Cleveland is the local host and 
expects to welcome about eight hundred genealogists. The conference’s location always 
attracts researchers whose families have connections in the area. Local archives might 
expect at least a few additional visitors that week, and perhaps before and after, too, as 
conference attendees plan their time at the conference and time for additional research 
in the archives. Conference presentations concern research techniques, all aspects of 
genealogy with a focus on studying Jewish families, and topics related to Jewish 
history. The full program is available online; https://www.iajgs2019.org/
program_schedule.cfm. Please refer local researchers to the conference if you think 
they might be interested.   

Sean Martin, WRHS and Jewish Genealogy Society of Cleveland

39th International Conference on Jewish Genealogy 
July 28 - August 2, Hilton Cleveland Downtown
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Upcoming Regional and National Conferences and 
Continuing Education Opportunities

• July 17: Ohio Digitization Interest Group, Care During Scanning Workshop, Public 
Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, https://ohiodig.org/meetings 

• July 31-August 6: Archives * Records 2019, SAA Annual Meeting, Austin, TX, 
https://www2.archivists.org/am2019 

• October 4-5: Midwest Archives Conference Fall Symposium, Fargo, ND, https://
www.midwestarchives.org/upcoming-events 

• October 4-5: Ohio Local History Alliance 2019 Annual Meeting, Crowne Plaza, 
Dublin, https://ohiolha.org/what-we-do/alliance-annual-meeting/ 

•  October 15, 2019: Ohio Digital Network’s ODNFest, State Library of Ohio, 
Columbus, https://ohiodigitalnetwork.org/contributors/odnfest-2019/  

Apply for an Ohio History Fund Grant

The deadline for Ohio History Fund grant applications 
is September 4, 2019, by 11:59 pm. 

The Ohio History Fund is a competitive matching grants program funded by Ohioans 
through the tax check-off on the Ohio state income tax return, through the purchase 
of Ohio History "mastodon" license plates, and donations to Ohio History Connection 
designated to the Ohio History Fund.  

Eligible projects fall into one of three grant categories: Bricks & Mortar, Organizational 
Development, and Programs & Collections.   History Fund grants are competitive and 
require matching funds, goods, and/or services from recipients.  Experts from history-
related organizations across Ohio review applications and make grant 
recommendations.   The Ohio History Connection administers the History Fund 
program. 
Application Guidelines are here: 
https://www.ohiohistory.org/preserve/local-history-services/history-fund/history-
fund-guidelines 

The online application is here: 
https://www.ohiohistory.org/preserve/local-history-services/history-fund/history-
fund-application-(1) 

More grant information and Ohio History Fund help webinars are here: 
https://www.ohiohistory.org/preserve/local-history-services/history-fund
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News and Notes: Archives and Archivists

CWRU Student Newspaper Archive

Case Western Reserve University is happy to announce that nine student newspaper 
titles have been digitized and are available at: https://newspapers.case.edu/  Over 
6,000 issues containing over 300,000 articles have been digitized. If you have any 
questions please contact the CWRU Archives: archives@case.edu or 216-368-3320.

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Library and Archives 
NHPRC Grant

I am the Project Archivist for the 2018 grant awarded to 
the Rock Hall Library & Archives by the National 
Historic Publications & Records Commission.  The 
project is to process and create finding aids for 1,161 
linear feet of materials, consisting of 508 collections. I 
have processed collections that feature a wide variety  of 
records, including handwritten lyrics, posters, 
photographs, publicity materials, tour programs, and 
business records. The collections cover varied subjects, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l r e c o r d s o f t h e 
Museum,  music critic Greg Kot’s research materials, 
Magic Shop Recording Studio records on artists such as 
David Bowie, and collections of local northeast 
Ohio musicians and photographers. I am also currently 
working on an exhibit on Northeast Ohio punk, based 
on collections processed through the grant.  

Crystal Matjasic 
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Kent State University: Sanborn Fire Maps

History Alliance (OLHA) to begin 
digitization work on this project during 
the summer of 2019. Backstage Library 
Works will be capturing high resolution 
images, and the library will be ingesting 
these into a new digital map collection 
later in the year. 

The project is being led by Virginia 
Dressler (Digital Projects Librarian) and 
Michael Hawkins (Head, Map Library).  

Kent State University Map Library is the 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map holding 
institution for the state of Ohio. This 
collection is the largest and most 
complete set of Ohio maps outside the 
Library of Congress. The Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps are large-scale street 
plans that were produced by the 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Company from 
1867 to 1970. Kent State has been 
awarded $2,500.00 from the Ohio Local 

Members from the Kent State University Cataloging Department (Roman 
Panchyshyn and Sevim McCutcheon) met with Michael Hawkins at the 
map library in front of the Sanborn map collection in McGilvrey Hall. 
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Kent State University: May 4 Collection

T h e C o u n c i l o n L i b r a r y a n d 
Information Resources (CLIR) is an 
independent, nonprofit organization 
that forges strategies to enhance 
research, teaching, and learning 
environments in collaboration with 
libraries, cultural institutions, and 
communities of higher learning. To 
learn more, visit www.clir.org and 
follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 

Kent State University Libraries’ May 4 
Collection has been selected by the 
Council on Library and Information 
Resources (CLIR) to benefit from a 
$30,561 award through the Recordings 
at Risk grant program, generously 
funded by The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation. 
The May 4 Collection, which includes 
more than 300 cubic feet of primary 
source material related to the Kent State 
shootings and aftermath, is one of the 
most heavily used collections in the 
Libraries’ department of Special 
Collections and Archives. 
The grant, Commissions, Committees, 
and Commemorations: Preserving 
Audio and Audiovisual Responses to the 
Kent State Shootings, will allow Kent 
State University Libraries to preserve 
and provide access to hundreds of audio 
and audiovisual recordings generated by 
the historic event, including over 300 
hundred magnabelts , and other 
uncommon A/V formats. The project 
will be led by Virginia Dressler, Digital 
Projects librarian, and Haley Antell, 
Digital Initiatives and Outreach 
librarian. 

A magnabelt recording from the 
C o m m i s s i o n o n K S U V i o l e n c e 
subcollection is prepped for packing. 
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Bair Consulting Services: Restoring Harcourt Manor

On May 22, the Harcourt Manor restoration project, including Bair Consulting 
Services, LLC and other team members, was awarded the 2019 Craftsmanship Award 
from the Cleveland Restoration Society and the American Institute of Architects.  
Harcourt Manor’s award was one of twelve presented by the two organizations at their 
annual Celebration of Preservation ceremony at Playhouse Square. 

Harcourt Manor is an historic Cleveland Heights residence perched at the top of Cedar 
Hill.  The house’s grand architectural façade recalls the Gilded-Age style of the old 
Millionaires Row estates of Euclid Avenue.  The home was built from 1911-1915 by 
Kermode F. Gill, renowned builder of Cleveland’s Terminal Tower and Union Station; 
designed in the Elizabethan Revival style by premier architect Frank Meade; and 
landscaped by prominent landscape architect Ellen Biddle Shipman.  Harcourt Manor 
has had only three owners in its 103 years of existence: Gill and his family, the Herget 
family, and the current owners, Anya and John Rudd. 

Bair Consulting Services, which specializes in historic property research, was hired to 
research the history of the Rudds’ property, and Angelina Bair, the company’s owner 
and founder, nominated Harcourt Manor for the Cleveland Restoration Society award.   

Harcourt Manor Craftsmanship Award winners.  Top row (l to r): Dominic Buccilli 
(Buccilli Contracting), Richard Gates, AIA, David Thorn (DTR Associates).  Middle: 
Haley Cavotta (Historic Paint Specialist), Rudi Benedejcic (Restoration Specialist).  
Bottom: Bill Dysert (Exscape Designs), owners John and Anya Rudd, Angelina Bair 
(Bair Consulting Services.)
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Featured Repository: 
The Temple-Tifereth Israel Archives

The Cleveland area is rich with repositories documenting 
the life of the region, its residents, and those who left their 
trace.  In each issue of the newsletter, we will explore these 

resources by featuring one archives and its collections.

The Temple-Tifereth Israel 
26000 Shaker Blvd., Beachwood, OH 44122 

Archivist: Jane Rothstein 
Contact by email at notplainjane29@gmail.com. 

The Archives fall under the administrative purview of The Temple 
Museum of Jewish Art, Religion, and Culture, directed by Sue Koletsky. 

Contact by phone at (216) 831-3233, ext. 108, or by email at skoletsky@ttti.org.

The Temple Archives collects and preserves the historical records of The Temple-
Tifereth Israel, Cleveland’s second-oldest existing Jewish congregation, from its 
founding in 1850 through to the present.  Text records are grouped into nine series, 
documenting various aspects of congregational life: Board of Trustees; Clergy; 
Religious Services and Events; Temple Community; Education; Facilities; Library, 
Museum, & Archives; Publications; and Scrapbooks. 

We have Board minutes beginning in 1850, membership records dating from 1867, and 
sermons and writings from seven of our past rabbis.  But we also have records of all 
kinds on every aspect of The Temple’s history: prayer books, programs, and other 
items documenting the congregation’s observance of Jewish holidays and lifecycle 
events, as well as special events, such as building dedications, congregational 
anniversaries, and interfaith Thanksgiving services; legal and architectural records for 
the construction and operations of synagogue buildings; ledgers, scrapbooks, minutes, 
reports, and publicity material from groups within the congregation, especially The 
Temple Women’s Association; religious school curriculum, school board minutes, 
student publications and scrapbooks, student records, programs for celebrations of 
educational and religious milestones and other school events; minutes and 
correspondence for the administration of The Temple Library, the creation and 
operations of The Temple Museum of Jewish Art, Religion, and Culture (est. 1949), 
including its role in the founding of the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage, the 
establishment and administration of the Archives; and full runs of The Temple annuals 
(1897-1950) and newsletter (1915-2018).  Scrapbooks beginning in the 1910s contain 
clippings from Cleveland’s general and Jewish newspapers on The Temple’s activities. 
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In addition to text records, the collection also includes numerous photographs; audio 
recordings of sermons, courses, and museum tours; video; artifacts; rare books; and 
art work. 

The Archives is a relatively untapped resource, for the congregation, genealogists, and 
researchers at large.  The goal for the rest of 2019 is to raise the Archives’ profile 
within the congregation and in general.  Tasks include posting an online finding aid for 
the text portion of the collection, giving talks on the Archives for the congregation and 
tours of it for Board members, and begin discussions for a digitization project and 
plans for the congregation’s 175th anniversary in 2025. 

The Temple was founded in 1850 as the Tifereth Israel Society by a group of 
predominantly German Jewish immigrants who broke away from Anshe Chesed (now 
better known as Fairmount Temple) in dispute over religious ritual, and held its first 
services and built its first synagogue in Cleveland’s Haymarket neighborhood.  As the 
congregation, and Cleveland’s Jewish community, grew, its members moved east and 
Tifereth Israel followed.  In 1894, the congregation, now increasingly known by the 
moniker The Temple, built a larger facility at the corner of Willson Ave. (now E. 55th 
St.) and Central Ave.  When the community’s center shifted to Glenville, Tifereth Israel 
built a new, larger synagogue on Ansel Road near University Circle.  Completed in 
1923, The Temple at University Circle was placed on the National Registry of Historic 
places in 1974. 

In succeeding years, The Temple followed members out to the eastern suburbs. In 
1970, they completed a religious school building in Beachwood, and over the years, 
renovated and enlarged it to serve as The Temple Branch.  By the 2010s, The Temple 
conducted most of its everyday activities in Beachwood, and in 2015, sold the 
University Circle synagogue to Case Western Reserve University.  CWRU restored and 
renovated it to serve both the everyday needs of its performing arts departments and 
Tifereth Israel’s annual need during the High Holy Days.  At the same time, the 
Beachwood synagogue was renovated, enlarged, and re-dedicated in 2016, bringing all 
of the congregation’s activities and functions under one roof.   
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The Temple-Tifereth Israel been one of the largest, most prominent congregations in 
American Reform Judaism.  Two of its religious leaders, Rabbi Moses J. Gries (served 
1892-1917) and Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver (served 1917-1963), were at the forefront of 
their respective generations of American rabbis and helped lead the congregation’s 
growth and its members’ involvement in both Jewish and civic life. 

Rabbi Gries was a radical Reformer, who helped 
Americanize The Temple, by eliminating Hebrew 
from worship and holding Sabbath services on 
Sunday rather than Saturday.  Under his 
leadership, The Temple expanded the range of 
social and recreational activities on offer. 

In contrast, Rabbi Silver, a scholar and an 
activist, helped move Tifereth Israel to a Reform 
Judaism that included more traditional 
observances, reincorporating Hebrew prayers, 
expanding the religious school, and revamping 
its curriculum.  Under Rabbi Silver, The Temple 
eliminated some of the purely recreational 
activities and developed programs to involve 
members in Jewish life and social welfare.  Abba 

Hillel Silver became a national leader in the Zionist movement and helped move The 
Temple and Reform Judaism from a purely American focus. 

Following Abba Hillel Silver’ death in 
1963, the congregation approved Silver’s 
son, Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver, as The 
Temple’s new rabbi.  Daniel Jeremy Silver 
had served as an assistant rabbi since the 
mid-1950s, and he followed in his father’s 
footsteps as a scholar and a civic leader.  
The stamp of the Silvers, father and son, 
on The Temple and Cleveland’s Jewish 
community, has been such that even after 
the latter’s death in 1989, many continued 
to refer to the congregation as Silver’s 
Temple.  In the past 30 years, The Temple 
has continued to promote its members’ 
engagement with Jewish learning, prayer, 
and culture by adapting to the needs of 
new generations. 

Rabbi Moses J Gries

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver (left) with his son, 
Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver.
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Clockwise, from above:  
Minutes from the meeting establishing the 
Tifereth Israel Society, May 26, 1850; bima 
in the sanctuary at The Temple at 
University Circle; bench ends removed 
from pews during CWRU’s 2015 renovation 
of the University Circle Temple; flyers from 
The Temple’s annual picnics in 1923 and 
1968, both held at Euclid Beach Park.
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Are you a Cleveland Archival Roundtable member? 

In the constitution adopted in 2018, CAR instituted dues of $10 
per calendar year.  Have you paid your 2019 dues yet? 

Please complete the online form at https://bit.ly/2BtJim5 
and mail your check, made payable to Cleveland Archival 

Roundtable, to CAR Treasurer Kaitlin Schulz at the mailing 
address given there.

For CAR’s Discussion: Internships

At the August 2019 membership meeting, new business will include discussion of 
internships and what position CAR should take on them.  For recent examination of 
internships in the archival profession, you may want to take a look at these resources: 

• SAA’s “Best Practices for Internships as a Component of Graduate Archival 
Education,” January 2014, https://www2.archivists.org/standards/best-practices-
for-internships-as-a-component-of-graduate-archival-education 

• SAA Lone Arrangers Section, Solo: The Lone Arrangers Quarterly Newsletter, 
March 2019: Unpaid Internships Edition, https://lonearrangers.wordpress.com/
march-2019/  

• SAA Press Release, “Only Paid Internships to Be Posted to the SAA Career Center,” 
July 9, 2019, https://www2.archivists.org/news/2019/only-paid-internships-to-be-
posted-to-the-saa-career-center


