
FIGURE/GROUND

Eastman Reading Garden Exhibit         Reception Tuesday, June 12 • Noon

FIGURE/GROUND
Scott Stibich, Artist     SPRING–FALL 2012

For most of us, daily life is a routine. We travel the same route to and from work. We interact 
with a small group of people. And while routine creates comfort, it can, over time, dull our 
senses. Even in the special places where we spend time or pass through, we can forget to 
see them for unique places they are—until something changes. Even the smallest change 
can challenge us to see a familiar space in a completely new light.  

The concept of figure-ground triggers the human brain to interpret its environment by  
creating contrasts. Figure-ground is based fully on the viewer perceptions and not on the 
objects themselves, reinforcing interactivity with one’s surroundings.

Artist Scott Stibich created Figure/Ground as an urban space project that explores how 
people engage with a space when nothing is changed except for the addition of a bold color. 
By drawing viewer’s into the project in a subtle but unavoidable way, a sense of both play-
fulness and awareness of the space is added to the everyday experience of this beloved 
public space. 

Inspired by the Eastman Reading Garden as a place for contemplation, solace, and reflection 
within its downtown location, Figure/Ground calls attention to the details of the space through 
the simple infusion of color. 

Using a mirror-like material to outline the edges of the garden, the movement of people is 
reflected back into the space. As people often move through urban spaces with their eyes on 
the sidewalk, this reflective surface creates a brief moment of contact between the artwork 
and those who pass through the garden who are otherwise deep in their own thoughts.

The artist further connects the garden’s users with his piece through the 100 movable chairs 
located within. By painting the chairs the same color as the reflective windows, he presents 
an opportunity for the artwork to be interactive at the most basic level. Everyone who moves 
a chair to create the perfect spot for a lunch break or a quick outdoor meeting will be part 
of the project—from the businessman to the school group, the occupants of these chairs 
become active participants in the project.  

See Also is a partnership between the Cleveland Public Library and LAND studio. Figure/
Ground is the third installment of this annual program, which is generously funded through 
the Lockwood Thompson Endowment Fund, a private trust established to support the arts 
at Cleveland Public Library.

The shapes and qualities of architectural spaces greatly  
influence human experience and behavior, for we inhabit 
the spaces of our built environment and not the solid walls, 
roofs, and columns that shape it.

Matthew Frederick

About See Also 
The See Also program strives to initiate creative, innovative, and thought provoking works of 
art that add to the Library’s broad range of cultural programming. See Also is in reference to 
a term used in library cataloging which essentially means “look here, but also look for these 
related terms which cover similar topics.” Learning how to look in relation to the visual arts 
makes one realize that we each see things differently. Because libraries across the country 
are striving to provide information, programs, and materials that are more interactive and 
engaging to the public, using the term “see also” as the name of this program is a way of  
connecting people to the past in a forward looking way.
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